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What DraftKings Is and How It Works
 
DraftKings is an online platform offering daily fantasy sports contests and, in select regions, 
sports betting. It allows users to enter competitions where they create fantasy sports lineups for 
a single day or week and win prizes based on player performance. Unlike traditional season-long 
fantasy leagues, DraftKings focuses on short-term contests with immediate results.

 
The core concept involves selecting players within a salary cap and entering contests that can be 
free, low-fee, or high-stakes. DraftKings handles the contest management, scoring, and payouts, 
providing a streamlined user experience.

 

Creating a DraftKings Account Step by Step
 

Visit the official DraftKings website or download the mobile app from a trusted store.3. 
Click or tap on the "Sign Up" or "Register" button typically found at the top-right corner.6. 
Enter your personal information including your full name, date of birth, email address, and 9. 
create a password.
Provide your physical address and phone number as required for identity verification.12. 
Agree to DraftKings' terms of service and privacy policy.15. 
Complete any identity verification steps, which might include verifying your email or 18. 
uploading ID documents in some cases.
Confirm your account creation through the verification email or SMS.21. 
Log in with your new credentials to access the dashboard.24. 

 

Understanding Daily Fantasy Sports on DraftKings
 
Daily Fantasy Sports (DFS) on DraftKings allow you to draft a team of real-life athletes for a 
single day or week. The goal is to outscore other participants by selecting players who perform 
best during that period.
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Unlike traditional fantasy sports that last an entire season, DFS tournaments and cash games 
reset frequently, giving you the opportunity to enter multiple contests regularly.

 
DraftKings supports popular sports such as football, basketball, baseball, hockey, golf, soccer, 
and others. Each sport has specific contest types, rules, and scoring systems detailed on the 
platform.

 

How to Choose a Contest
 
Choosing the right contest is important when starting out. DraftKings offers various contest 
types, including:

 
Tournaments: Large-scale competitions with bigger prizes but tougher competition.
Cash Games: Such as head-to-heads or double-ups where payout is more consistent and 
predictable.
50/50 Contests: Approximately half the players win, and half lose.
Multipliers and Satellites: Contests that multiply entry fees or qualify you for larger contests.

 
To select a contest:

 
Navigate to the sport you want to play.3. 
Review available contests by entry fee, contest size, and payout structure.6. 
Filter by contest type to narrow down options.9. 
Select a contest that fits your budget and experience level.12. 

 

How to Build Your First Lineup
 
Building a lineup involves picking athletes under a salary cap while maximizing your potential 
points.

 
Open the contest you want to enter.3. 
Familiarize yourself with the required roster positions (e.g., QB, WR, RB in NFL).6. 
Review player lists and their salaries.9. 
Select players by clicking or tapping on their names to add them to your lineup.12. 
Ensure your lineup fills all required positions.15. 
Confirm your total salary is within the given salary cap.18. 
Review and make adjustments as needed based on matchups, projected points, or other 21. 
factors.

 

Understanding the Salary Cap System
 
Every player has a salary value assigned based on their perceived performance potential. Your 
total lineup salary must not exceed the preset salary cap for the contest.



 
This system encourages balancing star players with more affordable options.

 
Key points to remember about the salary cap system:

 
Salaries refresh each contest based on recent performance and expectations.
You cannot pick the same player multiple times in most contests.
The salary cap prevents selecting only high-priced stars forcing strategic diversity.

 

How Player Scoring Works
 
Players earn points based on their in-game statistical performance. DraftKings publishes scoring 
rules for each sport, generally awarding points for key actions such as:

 
Touchdowns, goals, or runs
Yards gained (passing, rushing, receiving)
Assists or defensive plays
Penalties such as turnovers or missed shots might subtract points

 
You can find detailed scoring breakdowns on DraftKings’ help pages or contest info screens. 
Understanding scoring helps you prioritize players that yield higher points.

 

How to Enter and Submit Lineups
 

After building your lineup, click the "Enter Contest" or "Submit Lineup" button.3. 
If you want to enter multiple contests, repeat the process for each.6. 
Confirm your entries and review any entry fees associated.9. 
Submit payments for paid contests through your DraftKings wallet or linked payment 12. 
methods.
Once submitted, your lineup is locked in and can not be changed.15. 

 

How to Deposit Funds Safely
 
Depositing funds is necessary to enter paid contests and participate in sports betting on 
DraftKings. Steps to deposit:

 
Log in to your DraftKings account.3. 
Go to the cashier or deposit section from the menu.6. 
Select your preferred payment method such as credit card, debit card, bank transfer, or online 9. 
wallets.
Enter the amount you want to deposit.12. 
Follow the on-screen prompts to complete the transaction.15. 
Wait for confirmation that your funds are available in your DraftKings wallet.18. 

 



Ensure you use secure and verified payment methods to protect your financial information.

 

How to Withdraw Winnings
 
When you decide to withdraw your winnings, follow these steps:

 
Navigate to the cashier or withdrawal section after logging in.3. 
Select your preferred withdrawal method from available options.6. 
Enter the withdrawal amount.9. 
Verify your identity if required by providing any necessary documents.12. 
Submit the withdrawal request.15. 
Wait for processing which can take a few hours to several business days depending on 18. 
method.

 
Always check DraftKings’ withdrawal policies to understand limits and processing times.

 

Using DraftKings Tools and Player Research
 
DraftKings offers several helpful tools and features to assist users in making informed decisions:

 
Player Stats and Projections: View up-to-date statistics and projected points for players.
Lineup Optimizers: Automated tools that suggest optimal lineups based on criteria.
Contest Filters: Sort contests by sport, payout, entry fee, and more.
News and Updates: Stay informed about player injuries or lineup changes that impact 
choices.

 
Leverage these features to efficiently research before submitting your entries.

 

Mobile App vs Desktop: How to Use Both
 
DraftKings can be accessed via a web browser on desktop or through dedicated mobile apps on 
iOS and Android.

 

Desktop Usage
 

Offers a larger screen ideal for in-depth research and building multiple lineups at once.
Easy navigation between sports and contest types using keyboard and mouse.

 

Mobile App Usage
 

Provides flexibility to enter contests and check scores on the go.



Supports push notifications for updates on contests and promos.
User interface is streamlined for quick access and ease of use.

 
Many users prefer building lineups on desktop and submitting or managing entries via mobile for 
convenience.

 

Common Beginner Mistakes to Avoid
 

Failing to verify identity at signup causing delays.
Entering contests without understanding rules and scoring.
Going over the salary cap or submitting incomplete lineups.
Ignoring player injury updates leading to selecting inactive athletes.
Depositing more money than intended or playing without a budget.
Not checking contest entry fees carefully before submitting.
Leaving lineups editable too close to game start, risking lockout.
Over-relying on trends without using available research tools.

 

Managing Your Account and Settings
 
Proper account management improves your DraftKings experience:

 
Profile Settings: Update contact info and preferences regularly.
Security: Enable two-factor authentication if available.
Payment Methods: Add or remove deposit/withdrawal options as needed.
Notifications: Customize alerts for contest deadlines and results.
Responsible Play: Set deposit and loss limits within your account controls.

 

Responsible Play Tips
 
Using DraftKings safely involves managing your time and money responsibly:

 
Set a clear budget for daily or weekly play and stick to it.
Use DraftKings’ built-in responsible gaming tools such as self-exclusion or cooldown periods.
Avoid chasing losses by betting beyond your means.
Take breaks regularly to avoid over-involvement.
Seek help if you suspect you have a gambling problem—resources are linked on DraftKings’ 
site.

 

What to Do If You Encounter Issues
 
Technical or account issues can arise. Here are practical steps:

 
Visit the DraftKings Help Center for FAQs and troubleshooting guides.3. 



Use live chat or email support through the official site for personalized assistance.6. 
Double-check your internet connection and device updates for technical problems.9. 
For payment issues, verify your bank or card status.12. 
Keep records of all relevant communications or transaction details.15. 

 

FAQ
 

1. How do I reset my DraftKings password?
 
Go to the login page, click “Forgot Password,” enter your registered email, and follow the 
instructions sent to your inbox.

 

2. Can I enter multiple contests at once?
 
Yes, you can create and enter multiple lineups across different contests, as long as you have 
sufficient funds and meet contest rules.

 

3. Is DraftKings legal in my state?
 
DraftKings operates legally in states and regions where licensed. Check your local regulations or 
the DraftKings website for state availability.

 

4. How do DraftKings payouts work?
 
Payouts are credited to your DraftKings wallet after contest results are finalized. You can 
withdraw or use funds for future contests.

 

5. What happens if a player I selected is injured and 
doesn’t play?
 
If a player is inactive or injured, they will score zero points. Make sure to monitor player status 
before contest lock times.

 

6. Can I edit my lineup after submission?
 
Generally, no. Once a lineup is entered and the contest locks, you cannot make changes. Some 
contests allow multiple entries for flexibility.

 

7. How are deposits and withdrawals secured?



 
DraftKings uses encrypted payment methods and complies with financial regulations to ensure 
secure transactions.

 

8. Is there a minimum age to use DraftKings?
 
Yes, you must be at least 18 years old or the legal gambling age in your jurisdiction to create an 
account and participate.

 

9. What should I do if my deposit doesn’t show up?
 
Check your transaction status with your bank first. If confirmed but not credited, contact 
DraftKings customer support with transaction details.

 

10. How can I track my contest results?
 
View contest results in your DraftKings account under “My Contests” or via notifications sent 
through the app or email.
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