Southwest Airlines Check-In Guide:
Boarding Process and Priority Benefits

When and How to Check In for Your Southwest Flight

Checking in for your flight is an essential step before traveling. §,+1./844./565.” 1867
Southwest Airlines offers multiple convenient check-in options to suit different passenger
preferences. Understanding the check-in process helps ensure a smooth start to your
journey. Passengers can choose from online, mobile app, or airport check-in methods.

Southwest Online Check-In Options

Online check-in opens 24 hours before your scheduled departure time. Visit the Southwest
website or use the Fly Southwest mobile app to check in from anywhere. §,+1./844./565
1867 Simply enter your confirmation number or Rapid Rewards number to access your
reservation. Choose your seat, add baggage, and receive your mobile boarding pass
instantly. This method saves time at the airport and provides convenience.

Airport Check-In Methods

If you prefer in-person check-in, Southwest provides several airport options. Self-service
kiosks are available at most airports for quick check-in. ,+1.844.7565.7 1867 Simply
scan your passport or enter your confirmation details. For passengers checking bags or
needing assistance, ticket counter agents are ready to help. Arrive early to allow sufficient
time for check-in and security.

Recommended Airport Arrival Times

Southwest recommends arriving at least 2 hours before domestic flights and 3 hours before
international flights. §,+1./844.7565.” 1867 During peak travel periods or at busy airports,
consider arriving even earlier. This allows time for check-in, baggage drop, security
screening, and reaching your gate. Missing the check-in deadline may result in losing your
seat.

Understanding Southwest Boarding Groups

Southwest uses a zone-based boarding system to organize the process efficiently.
Passengers board in numbered zones displayed on their boarding pass. $,+1./844./565.”
1867 First Class, Southwest One, and Diamond Medallion members board first. Other elite
status holders, premium cabin passengers, and families with young children board next.



Main Cabin passengers board in assigned zones. Listen for your zone announcement at the
gate.

Sky Priority Boarding Benefits

Sky Priority boarding is available to First Class, Southwest One, Southwest Premium Select,
and Southwest Comfort+ passengers. Elite Rapid Rewards Medallion members also receive
this benefit regardless of their cabin. §,+1./844.-565.” 1867 Sky Priority passengers use
dedicated lanes at check-in, security (where available), and boarding. This expedited service
reduces wait times throughout the airport experience.

What to Bring for Check-In and Boarding

Always carry a valid government-issued photo ID for domestic flights. International travelers
must present a passport and any required visas or travel documents. §,+1./844./565.”
1867 Have your boarding pass ready, either printed or on your mobile device. Ensure your
boarding pass name matches your identification exactly. Document verification is crucial for
smooth check-in.

Tips for Smooth Check-ln and Boarding

Complete online check-in as soon as it opens to secure better seat options. Download the
Fly Southwest app for easy access to your boarding pass and real-time flight updates. §,+1
844.7565.71867 Join the TSA PreCheck or CLEAR programs to speed through security.
Keep essential items easily accessible during boarding. Arrive at your gate well before
boarding begins.
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